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Phillis Wheatley


	Course Outcomes

At the end of our voyage, you will be able to do the following:

1. Explain the relationships between texts from American literature and their cultural contexts

2. Identify and analyze a theme in a work from American literature and support that analysis with textual evidence.

3. Differentiate between literal and figurative meanings in texts from American literature and examine how those literary texts use figurative techniques.


4. Discuss and analyze the formation of the American “canon” and the periods and genres represented within that canon. 

5. Correctly document and integrate sources in academic essays.
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Emily Dickinson
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Frederick Douglass
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Ben Franklin
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Walt Whitman


Jim Sullivan

barbaricyawps.com / jimsullivan@miracosta.edu
Office: OC T318 • Office Hours M/W 12-1; Tu/Th 11-12
Phone (760) 757-2121 x6303 • Cell Phone (951) 505-2232
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Studying the (iteratures of the United States at MiraCosta College.

| Native American Perspective on U.S. History

» Reading Guides
Most history time Lines~including the ones in our

» Web Resources text--tend to present an Eurocentric vision of
American history, but _this Native American

i o
* Recentposs | e fane Aerian Y
American history from the perspective of those who
» Studying Our Course Syllabus were dispossessed of much of the continent: Native
e e

| % Recent Comments | ‘This image, Founding Fathers, is by David Behrens,
‘whose website itself raises all sorts of interesting.

issues about American identity and history. You can

to this bl g0 to hissice by clicking on the picture or his name.
Posted at06:47 PH in Web Resourcs | Permalink | Comments (0] | TrackBack (0
Email e
AUGUST 14, 2008
| studying Our Course Syllabus

Why read a course syllabus?

First, you wan to decide whether or not this
s really the right course for you? What is the
course about? Does the subject and the
teacher's approach interest you. Can you
commit the time and energy it wil take to
achieve the learning outcomes of the course.
Athree unit college class is a big
commitment. You wil spend at least six
hours a week studying in addition to the
three hours in the classroom--that means
about 10 hours a week. Over a seventeen
week semester, that works out to about 170
hours of your life devoted to studying
American literature and culture. Is that an
investment your really want to make? If so,
then you should read the syllabus again
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Our Community Guidelines

	Focus



	Respect




	Courage


	Preparation




My Learning Group
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Course Calendar / U.S. History and Culture Timeline

	Unit 1 Promising Contact 
8/27 Exploring the Cultures and Literatures of the United States
· Syllabus

· “Culture” Handout, 

· “Christianity, Islam, and the Lure of Asia” / “Conquest and Colonization in the New World (10-17); 

· Columbus “Letter” (61-73)

9/3 Alternative Beginnings:

· “America Before Columbus” (1-10) 
· Native American Origin and Creation Stories (29-59)

· Cabeza de Vaca (74-85)

· Post to barbaricyawps.com 
                   
	1450: 50 million native peoples in North and South America; Gutenberg invents first printing press.
1493 Columbus: “Letter Describing First Voyage”
1517: Martin Luther posts 95 theses and Protestant Reformation begins. 
1519-21: Cortez claims Mexico for Spain
1542: The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca
1539-42 De Soto and Coronado expeditions establish Spanish claims to American SE and SW respectively.
1543: Copernicus argues for heliocentric theory of universe.
1558: Elizabeth 1 Queen of England

1565 Spain establishes St. Augustine, Florida, oldest permanent city in U.S.

1570 Iroquois League founded
1587 “Lost” Colony of Roanoke
1588 Defeat of Spanish Armada

1599 Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre opens in London.


You Are Invited on a Voyage of Discovery �                           To Explore This Question: 





How have competing promises and ideals for a “New World” shaped the culture of the United States?





You can always calculate your grade in this course by dividing the number of points you have earned by the total number of 
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Our Texts ���





Belasco, Susan and Linck Johnson. The Bedford Anthology of American Literature. Boston: Bedford / St. Martin’s, 2007.


�


��


Segewick, Caterine Maria. Hope Leslie. London: Penguin, 1998.





�











Invest the Time








��Cabeza de Vaca























How to Succeed in Literature 250








How Will We Measure Your Progress Toward Our Course Learning Outcomes?








How Am I Doing?


I hope that throughout the semester you will evaluate your progress toward achieving our course outcomes. For each assignment we complete, these outcomes will serve as the primary grading criteria. You, your peers, and I will apply these criteria together as we assess and develop your work in and out of the classroom. 


Of course, grades matter, but they should matter because they tell you whether you are learning what you set out to learn.


For this reason, I allow you to rewrite the major essay you complete for this class and work with you to develop your ideas for our two course exams. 





Point Distribution


The table below lists the major assignments and the number of points awarded for each of those assignments.�


15�
Preparation and Participation Activities�quizzes, assignment drafts, in-class reflections, self-assessments, etc.�
�
10�
Performance Project�graded for participation, analysis of text, and line memorization not acting skills�
�
30�
Exam 1 and Exam 2�exams have three parts: a take home essay, in-class passage analysis paragraphs, and a verbal component (conference)�
�
20�
19th Century Novel Essay�1400-1800 word study of Hope Leslie.�
�
10�
Barbaric Yawp Blog Posts�Contributions to an online discussion of texts from American literature. �
�
15�
Final Portfolio�A collection of your work from the semester designed to demonstrate your achievement of course learning outcomes.�
�
�








Calculate Your Grade:





�





possible points. For example, midway through the semester, you might have earned 34 of 40 possible points: 34/40 = .85 = 85%





Semester Grade Scale


I will apply the following scale to calculate your final course grade:





A�
90-100 points�
�
B�
80-89 points�
�
C�
70-79 points�
�
D�
60-69 points�
�
F�
Below 60 points�
�



Assignment Submission Policies


Prepare to Share: Bring two copies of all journals and paper writing assignments to class each day so that your classmates and I can give you feedback on your work.


Late Work: I will not penalize late work submitted by prior agreement with me. You must arrange late submissions at least 24 hours before the due date and time. Otherwise late assignments receive a penalty of 10% for the first week they are late and 20% if they are more than one week late. An assignment is late if you submit it any time after the beginning of class on the due date, therefore, would receive a 10% penalty.


Final Draft of Essays: The highest grade that any incomplete (less than minimum length or missing a required element of the assignment) final draft can receive is a ‘D’. Most incomplete assignments earn a failing grade. I will not accept a final draft unless all writing process activities for that paper have been completed.


Rewrite: You may rewrite the paper in this class, but you will only receive written comments from me the first time I grade the paper. 











�











Sequoyah





�


As a rule, you should expect to spend a minimum of two hours of study for each hour that you are in the classroom. That is at least six hours a week of studying just for this class! Two-thirds of your learning and studying will take place outside of the classroom.


You can best manage that required time investment by breaking it into at least five, 75 minute a day chunks (with week-ends off for work and fun).  If you cannot study for these smaller blocks five days a week, then you will face the difficult challenge of trying to squeeze much longer blocks into fewer days.


Students who invest regular, smaller blocks of time into this course have more success than those who cram work into large blocks of late night hours.


Your college education is a huge commitment. Does your daily lifestyle reflect that commitment? If not, make adjustments now—at the beginning of the semester—before problems emerge.





�


�Attendance in class is key to your personal success and to the class as a whole. If you miss class, I want to make sure you have learned as much as possible by following up with your classmates and carefully completing all course assignments. Therefore, students who miss class must send me an email summary of what we covered in class and what we were to have read for that day in class. (barbaricyawpscom and your learning group members should provide you with the information you need about what we covered in class.) Students who miss more than thee class sessions (or the equivalent) must complete a 600-word reading analysis essay for each absence beyond the third. Students who do not satisfactorily complete these missed class assignments may receive a grade of “F” in the course.





�





American universities have high standards for documenting sources used in essays and other academic writing. For example, any ideas first encountered in an article, Spark Notes, a web page, or some other source must be carefully documented in essays and blog posts. In this course, we will work together to learn and practice documentation standards, but ultimately the responsibility for learning and applying those standards is yours. I am eager to help you learn how to avoid plagiarism, but for those cases when a student uses ideas and/or language from a source and does not properly document that source, I do reserve the right to assign a grade of 0 for that assignment. �





���Connect to Campus �Support Resources


The Writing Center is an invaluable support resource for this class. Consider consulting with Writing Center tutors on all of the writing assignments for this class, including our two exams. For more information, call 760) 795-6682 or just drop by the HUB.





Disabled Student Services: Students with disabilities, whether physical, learning, or psychological, who believe that they may need accommodations in this class, are encouraged to contact Disabled Students Programs & Services as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely manner.  Their phone number is 795-6658 and they are located in Building 3000-Student Services, Room 3009, adjacent to Parking lot 3C.











��Columbus





Attend �Class





Use Sources Fairly





Top Ten Ways to Succeed in This Class





Want to know what it takes to succeed in this class? Here are some good starting points:





Schedule enough time in your life to complete all of the study required for this class.


Treat this class as a learning community in which we all share responsibility for each other’s education.


Carefully annotate your texts as you read: underline significant passages, circle key terms, and write “indexing” notes in the margins.


Review your notes from the previous class and your reading annotations before each class. Expect / prepare for quiz.


Attend every class; arrive a few minutes early for class each day; and bring all required materials to class.


Participate actively and constructively in class and small group discussions.


Listen respectfully to others when they are speaking in class.


Never hesitate to ask questions about the readings and any class discussions.


Use email, office hours, and the phone to communicate with me and receive additional support for your work.


Regularly visit the Writing Center.
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barbaricyawps.com





�





�


Please dedicate a 1-2” binder to this class; put your syllabus up front (visible when you open the binder) and dividers for five sections: 1) notes, 2) handouts, 3) quizzes / exams, 4) novel essay, 5) blog posts / comments. Bring your binder to each class meeting and to any conferences and/or verbal exams with Jim.





Course �Binder





I believe that frequent work together in small groups enhances learning by making the classroom a livelier, more engaging place. We will gather in small groups almost every day in order to…





�





discuss readings together


take quizzes together (sometimes!)


apply ideas presented in web or live lectures


assess each other’s writing about literature and provide feedback


help each other prepare for exams


perform a scene from a play together


gather regularly to complain about your annoying professor


enrich each other’s learning with insight, humor, and energy





�











Our course blog functions as our course web site. On it, you will find course news, reading guides, web resources, assignment instructions, and other goodies. You will also be writing your own materials for the blog: 1) posts of your analyses of various texts from the course and 2) comments in response to the posts of your classmates.








Essential Learning Tools





Learning Groups








