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Candidate:    
 
 
 
 
>>To be completed by Equivalency Committee Chair.<< 
 
[ ] A1. Candidate holds a related Master’s degree that is not specifically listed for that discipline 

under minimum qualifications in the Minimum Qualifications list; however, it is a 
comparable degree with a different title from the candidate’s granting institution. (The 
recommending department may petition the Board of Governors for a permanent addition 
of the degree to the list of minimum qualifications.) 

 
[ ] A2. Candidate holds a Master’s degree that is on the Minimum Qualifications list, but the title 

of candidate’s Bachelor’s degree is not the exact title of the degree on the Minimum 
Qualifications list; however, it is a comparable degree with a different title from the 
candidate’s granting institution. 

 
[ ] A3. Candidate holds a Master’s degree that is on the Minimum Qualifications list; however, the 

candidate lacks the required Bachelor’s degree identified on the Minimum Qualifications 
list.  The candidate must have at least 24 semester units (3 quarter units = 2 semester 
units) of discipline-related, upper division/graduate coursework towards the required 
Bachelor’s degree for which equivalency is being requested. 

 
[ ] A4. Candidate holds a Master’s degree in another field, but the candidate has at least 24  

semester units (3 quarter units = 2 semester units) of discipline-related, graduate-level 
coursework. 

 
[ ] A5. Candidate does not hold a Master’s degree, but has a Bachelor’s degree in the discipline  

AND five years of full-time or full-time equivalent of discipline-specific experience in higher 
education teaching, research and/or publication, or professional work experience in the 
field. 

 
[ ] A6. Candidate may qualify by eminence.  Eminence and experience are not synonymous,  

although a candidate with eminence will clearly have significant experience in the field.  
Eminence does not necessarily include education. Determination of eminence should be 
based upon a conviction that the candidate, if considered by recognized authorities in the 
field, would have an eminent reputation and would be judged superior.  Moreover, 
evidence must be provided that the candidate possesses the ability to clearly articulate the 
subject matter in a collegiate context. 

 

SECTION A:  For all disciplines in which a Master’s degree is a minimum qualification. 

x



3-31-2021 
 
Dear Equivalency Committee, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of ’s request for equivalency under guideline 
A4.  After reviewing their request, transcripts, course descriptions, and other supporting 
documentation, I have verified that they have completed more than 24 semester units of 
graduate-level coursework related to Religious Studies. ’s MA from Harvard Divinity 
School at Harvard University demonstrates this equivalency. She completed sufficient 
coursework in the field of religious studies, including content that relates specifically to the 
course she would teach in our department – RELG101: World Religions. Her education includes 
courses that cover both Eastern and Western religious traditions, as well as courses that 
investigate the theoretical approach to studying religion.  
 
I have discussed ’s candidacy for equivalency with Dr. Isabel Luengo and dean 
Dana Smith, both of whom agree that she will be an outstanding addition to our department. 
We hope to have  start teaching in Fall 2021.  Please contact me should you have any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Jeff Murico, Ph.D.  
Chair, Philosophy & Religious Studies  
jmurico@miracosta.edu 

MiraCosta College 
 





2280 – Studies in Religion and Culture Studies of Kant, Coleridge, and Schleiermacher. An 
analysis of each philosopher’s ideas specifically about 
the study and understanding of religion. 

4 

2923 – The Theological and 
Philosophical Foundations of 
Multicultural Education 

How Judeo-Christian theology buttresses appreciation 
and respect for multicultural education, how racism 
affects education as an institution and what role religion 
plays in analyzing and solving these problems. 

4 

3504 – Buddhism in America Study of how Buddhism came to America, why and how 
it developed over time and why it became popular, 
study of the major figures behind Buddhism’s spread in 
the U.S., a historical timeline of Buddhism in the U.S. 

4 

3856 – Buddhist Ethics: Proseminar Understanding Buddhist theology and its relationship to 
ethics, study of how Buddhists articulate questions and 
answers to morality and rules about what is right and 
what is wrong. 

4 

3523 – History of Japanese Religions 
(II) 

The history of religion in Japan coinciding with major 
periods of Japanese history / the intersection of religion 
and politics in Japanese history (1500 CE to the present). 

4 

1497 – The Bible and Politics Studied how the Bible has been a part of political 
controversies in U.S. history, why and how it continues 
to be used on both sides of the political spectrum to 
advance agendas and priorities. 

4 
 

TOTAL SEMESTER UNITS 40 
 
In addition, I took the following Religious Studies courses as part of my Bachelor’s degree program at UC 
Berkeley (20 semester units): 

• Introduction to Religious Studies (4 semester units) 
• Sociology of Religion (4 semester units) 
• Origins of South Asian Civilization (4 semester units) 
• Mysticism (Comparative Theology) (4 semester units) 
• History of the Middle East (4 semester units) 

 
I took the following theory courses focused on various philosophies during my PhD program at UC Irvine (8 
quarter units = 5.33 semester units): 

• History and Theory I (4 quarter units) 
• History and Theory II (4 quarter units) 

 
While working on my PhD at UC Irvine, I was a Teaching Assistant in religious studies courses for two 
quarters:  Introduction to Religious Studies and Introduction to Asian Religions. 
 
I have been teaching Philosophy and Values at the Design Institute of San Diego continuously since 2017. I 
taught Introduction to Philosophy and World Religions online at National University from 2007-2014. 
Currently, I teach Introduction to the Humanities, Parts I and Part II, at Miramar and Mesa Colleges (some 
semesters on and some semesters off) and have been teaching History at MiraCosta College from 2007-
2013 and from 2018 to present.  
 



Thank you for considering my request for equivalency.  Please contact me should you need any additional 
information or clarification. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Email:  
Cell number:  
















