The Communicator
As we begin our Fall teaching assignments, I want to
share words of wisdom from our Superintendent/President
Dr. Rodriguez at All College Day on Friday, August 20. He
asked everyone to:
• always focus on what is best for students
• never forget the mission of public higher education
• reflect on why we were called to this noble profession
• be in it for the long term.
He reminded us that the community gives us three things:
their money, their trust, and our precious students.
I hope as you read our annual accountability report,
the wonderful projects our faculty and instructional aides
provide students, and our student success stories, you will
see how serious we take our mission. We focus on our students, and we are continually searching for ways to serve
them and our communities better. I’m very proud to work
with you and very grateful for your many contributions.
— Sylvia Ramirez
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Short (Not That Short)
Takes from Sylvia
I’m back!
This is the second year that
I have taken the summer
off, and this summer was
busier than ever. The highlight of my summer vacation
was our 2nd annual Camp
Nana and Abo.

Here we are at the zoo with Noah (12), Lucas (10),
Joshua (8), Joey (6) ,and Danny (3).

This summer we had all five
grandsons for two weeks.
We were exhausted yet exhilarated by the experience,
and we are already planning the 3rd annual camp.

2009-2010 ANNUAL REPORT – A SNAPSHOT WHO WE SERVE AND HOW WELL WE SERVE THEM

EOY Persistence and Promotion Data
Term 1

Promotion %

Persistence %

Morning ESL Classes

43%

75% (8% perfect attendance)

Evening ESL Classes

39%

78% (5% perfect attendance)

Term 2

Promotion %

Persistence %

Morning ESL Classes

49 %

Evening ESL Classes

50%

81 % (14% perfect attendance)
76 % (6 % perfect attendance)

Term 3

Promotion %

Persistence %

Morning ESL Classes

35%

80% (13% perfect attendance)

Evening ESL Classes

36%

81% (6% perfect attendance)

Term 4

Promotion %

Persistence %

Morning ESL Classes

52%

75% (6% perfect attendance)

Evening ESL Classes

54%

74% (7% perfect attendance)

Open-entry classes and off-site classes had an average persistence rate of 75%. The range was 63%
to 89% in the citizenship class. Citizenship students consistently have the highest persistence rate.
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Short Takes from Sylvia

Our overall persistence rate for 2009-2010 was 78% and the promotion rate was 45%. This marks our
7th year posting persistence rates close to 80%, with almost half of our students being promoted to the
next level every 9 weeks. As always, students in the beginning levels are promoted more frequently
than students in the higher levels.
2010 Summer Term Persistence and Promotion Data
Summer Term

Promotion %

Persistence %

Morning ESL Classes

49%

76%

Evening ESL Classes

23 %

75%

This was the first time we offered an 8-week summer term. Persistence and hours of attendance were
lower than we had anticipated. We’ll review the reasons student left the program for a better understanding of the lower percentages. Both morning and evening programs reported that 9% of the students had perfect attendance.
MORE EOY DATA
FTES/CASAS Assessment Benchmark Data over 7 years
2003-04
2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08

2008 - 09

2009-10

466

498

477

506

492

469

482

1416

1651

1637

1616

1888

1723

1711

California 2009 – 2010 Performance Goals Compared to MiraCosta Noncredit ESL Performance
Goals
Levels

California 2009 – 2010 Performance Goals

MiraCosta Noncredit ESL Actual Performance

Beginning Literacy (Level 1)

43%

N/A

ESL Beginning Low (Level 2)

33%

67%

ESL Beginning High (Level 3)

48%

60%

ESL Intermediate Low (Level 4)

44%

52%

ESL Intermediate High (Level 5)

43%

48%

ESL Advanced Low (Levels 6
and 7)

22%

28%

We continue to exceed California performance goals for all noncredit ESL levels. For the first time, we
did not have any students whose test scores placed them in the lowest level (Beginning Literacy). Actually, for the past two years, we have enrolled less beginning students. We used to have two courses in
the morning and three courses at night to accommodate the lowest proficiency levels. Now we offer a
combination level 1and 2 in the morning and only two courses at night.
66% of students tested made a significant gain in reading (5 points for beginning students and 3 points
for intermediate and advanced students).
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Short Takes from Sylvia
Drop out/Stop Out Percentages and Reasons

Thanks to our hard-working instructional aides we are able to document the reasons our students
leave the program. After surveying 663 students, we learned that students who left the program for
these reasons:
Got a job/better job

37%

Scheduling Problems

14%

Health/Personal

11%

Unknown

11%

Last year, the Got a job/better job category was also the top reason, but it was closely followed by
Scheduling problems. This year, it is clearly the #1 reason our students leave the program or ―stop
out‖. We have done a much better job of helping our students find classes when their schedules
change. In fact one of the highest listed reasons under the other category was that students selected
another course in the program that worked better for their schedule.

Demographics
Female

55%

Male

45%

Spanish speaking

85%

Other major language groups are Chinese, Vietnamese, Farsi, Russian, Tagalog and Korean.
40% of our students are between 22 – 39 years of age. 1% are less than 18 and 2% are over 70.
10% of our students have had less than 6 years of education in their country and 14% have studied
more than 12 years.

Meet our typical student:
Catalina is a female Spanish speaker, approximately 29 years of age. She has had
more than six years of education and worked in a Pre-school in her native country. She
loves her classes and especially her teachers and instructional aides. She plans to attend at least two terms, and she is taking two three-hour classes. However, she knows
she can ―stop out‖ and return when she is able to continue studying. Her goal is to be a
Pre-school teacher. She has been to the counselor, and she knows that she will have to
study many years to achieve her goal. She is developing an educational plan that includes transferring to a four-year college after she completes her general education
studies. MiraCosta has articulation agreements with several local colleges.
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Results – 2009 -2010
Student Learning Outcomes

Assessments

2008 – 09
% passed

2009 – 10
% passed

LEVEL 1
Listening/Speaking
• Identify a limited range of words and phrases drawn
from familiar material.
• Demonstrate the ability to engage in very limited social conversations using familiar English words and
supported by gestures to express basic survival needs.

• Interview

96%

N/A

Reading
• Interpret simple sentences from previously learned
vocabulary by recognizing and demonstrating understanding of basic vocabulary.
Writing
• Produce simple sentences using a limited number of
basic words and phrases and complete very simple
forms.

CASAS
Level A

72%*

N/A**

• Chart
• Application
• Dictation
• Goal Paragraph

90%

94%

LEVEL 2
Listening/Speaking
• Recognize frequently used words, phrases and questions in familiar contexts.
• Demonstrate the ability to engage in limited social
conversations to communicate basic survival needs.

• Interview

84%

90%

Reading
• Construct meaning from simplified print materials on
familiar topics.
Writing
• Produce simple sentences in paragraph format and
complete simple forms.

CASAS
Level B

73%*

66%

• Chart
• Application
• Dictation
• Goal Paragraph
• Note

74%

85%

LEVEL 3
Listening/Speaking
• Demonstrate comprehension of simplified spoken
English and simple conversations.
• Describe basic needs and relate common activities
using clarification strategies when
appropriate.
Reading
• Construct meaning from simplified print materials on
familiar topics.
Writing
• Produce sentences to form a paragraph and complete
forms requiring some detail.

• Interview

88%

89%

CASAS
Level B

52%*

60%

• Dictation
• Goal Paragraph
• Note

88%

93%
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Results – 2009 -2010 (continued)
Student Learning Outcomes

Assessments

LEVEL 4
Listening/Speaking
• Recognize spoken English containing some unfamiliar
words about mostly familiar topics.

• Interview

• Demonstrate the ability to engage in conversations
beyond survival needs and
demonstrate clarification strategies.
Reading
• Construct meaning from print materials on familiar and
unfamiliar topics.
Writing
• Produce messages, notes and related sentences in a
paragraph format on personal
topics and complete increasingly difficult authentic
forms.
LEVEL 5
Listening/Speaking
• Interpret essential points of discussions or speeches
on selected topics.

2008 – 09
% passed
84%

2009 – 10
% passed
83%

CASAS
Level B

52%*

52%

• Chart
• Application
• Dictation
• Paragraph
• Letter
• Interview

91%

74%

91%

82%

CASAS
Level C

53%

48%

• Chart
• Application
• Dictation
• Paragraph
• Letter
• Interview

91%

83%

91%

91%

CASAS
Level C

26%*

28%**

• Chart
• Application
• Dictation
• Portfolio
• Letter

70%

79%

• Demonstrate the ability to engage in conversations on
a variety of familiar topics.
Reading
• Use contextual clues to interpret meaning and draw
conclusions from authentic materials on everyday subjects.
Writing
• Convey meaning by writing a descriptive and/or narrative paragraph, or formal or informal letters and messages and complete a variety of forms with limited assistance.
LEVEL 6
Listening/Speaking
• Interpret a majority of speech from a variety of
sources.
• Discuss a variety of topics with increasing fluency and
control of more complex
grammatical patterns.
Reading
• Infer meaning from various types of authentic materials including fiction narrations and
factual matter.
Writing
• Compose a descriptive, narrative, and/or expository
paragraphs, formal and informal
letters, and complete authentic forms.
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Results – 2009 -2010 (continued)
Student Learning Outcomes

Assessments

LEVEL 7
Listening/Speaking
• Identify key information in a variety of formal and informal media presentations.

• Interview

2008 – 09
% passed
92%

2009 – 10
% passed
90%

26%*
CHECK TABLE 4
64%

28%**

• Demonstrate the ability to communicate fluently in
informal and formal conversations and presentations.
• Interpret meaning from a variety of authentic readings
in identified areas of interest.

CASAS
Level C

• Compose well organized, coherent paragraph (s) with
appropriate detail and sentence
variety.

• Application
• Dictation
• Portfolio

88%

• All reading percentages for 2008 – 09 and 2009 – 10 exceed California Performance Goals
** The assessment data are not broken out for levels 6 and 7 because there is no assessment performance goal for level 7.

— Where there are two years of SLO data, we exceeded or matched the passing percentages in 12 of the 19
categories.
— Of the total writing assessments in 2009 – 2010, 64% were generative writing assessments as opposed to
formulaic charts and applications. This is a marked increase from 2008-2009 when only 25% of the assessments were generative writing assessments. Our faculty are committed to improving writing with meaningful
paragraph and portfolio assessments.

Transitioning Noncredit ESL Students – Why Has It Become So Important?
1. At the federal level, there are new initiatives that challenge adult education programs to accelerate the rate students leave adult education programs and move to post secondary education.
90% of the fastest growing jobs in the United States require a college education.
2. At the state level, the California Office of Adult Education is looking for new funding opportunities and support for adult programs to accelerate learning and promote pathways for post secondary academic and career studies.
3. At MiraCosta College, our Superintendent /president, Dr. Rodriguez, considers noncredit students ―the pride and promise‖ of the college. He has asked our Dean, Alketa Wojcik, to increase the number of noncredit students who transition to credit academic and vocational
courses.
4. And…Alfredo Martinez. I received the following email this summer from my former student,
Alfredo Martinez. He wrote:
It has certainly been a long time since we last touched base with each other. I am emailing you to share
with you the news of my PhD graduation. As you may recall, after completing my A.A. at MiraCosta, I transferred
to UC Riverside as a junior. Here at UCR, I completed my Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering in 2005, and this
past Monday I attended my commencement ceremony for my PhD in Electrical Engineering. Throughout my academic career, I have been fortunate to have the support and care of people like you, who have made a true difference in my academic experience. I wanted to thank you for being an incredible educator, supporter and a role
model in so many different ways to me. I truly appreciate everything you did while I was your ESL student at
MiraCosta.

I never knew, when I taught Alfredo, that he would become a PhD in electrical engineering. I’m so
proud of Alfredo all he has accomplished. We may not always know whether our students’ reach
their goals, but we can certainly make sure that we do all we can to create multiple pathways to postsecondary opportunities.
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Tech Talk
With Eli
As part of my biweekly tech tips this semester, I
will be sending useful web links that you can incorporate into your lessons or simply share with your
class. One of my students’ favorite sites is “English
with Jennifer, a site for learning English” http://
www.youtube.com/user/JenniferESL. This excellent
student learning site focuses on the four language
skills and provides great practice for our ESL students.
For the past three years, Jennifer, an ESL instructor
since 1996, has been posting videos to her You
Tube Channel. She now has more than 35,000 subscribers that use her site daily to learn English. Even
though some of her videos are for advanced levels,
beginning students can benefit from her lessons too.
Students are exposed to English in a real way and practice at their own pace. They can stop the videos anytime to take notes,
write new vocabulary, rewind and listen to it again, practice listening and speaking, etc.
I was introduced to Jennifer’s channel by a big fan, my mother! She uses the site almost every day and says that she doesn’t
feel pressure while learning English. She also mentioned that she can view the videos as many times as she needs and pause
whenever necessary. Furthermore, she can study whenever she has time, so it is very convenient.
Some of the benefits that the site provides include:
 Exposure to culture, expressions, realistic places and situations
 A low anxiety learning environment
 Ability to repeat as many times as necessary
 Exposure to grammar and vocabulary
 Great listening practice
 Excellent technology practice
In her website, Jennifer covers the following eight topics:
1. English Pronunciation
2. English Vocabulary
3. Common Mistakes in English
4. English Grammar
5. American Slang
6. Basic English Grammar
7. English Mini Lessons
8. Advanced English with Jennifer
In one of her lessons, Jennifer takes her audience to her neighbor’s backyard to explain three common outdoor expressions:
to be out of the woods, to have a green thumb, and a bed of roses. After explaining each expression, she reviews them and
gives her audience time to practice. You can see this short lesson by clicking the following link http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Sm3Uk9sW2e8.
In another lesson, Jennifer uses realia and shows a teddy bear to present the difference between “it’s and its”. My mother
mentioned that she likes this lesson because she can pause and take notes of what Jennifer has said. Then, when Jennifer
shows a PowerPoint presentation with the script, my mom not only practices studying the difference between “it’s and its”,
but she also practices writing. To see this lesson, go to http://www.youtube.com/user/JenniferESL#p/
c/4BD77BD28CCDF039/0/2VZxZZVn2iE.
I had the pleasure to meet Jennifer last April in Boston at a workshop she presented at TESOL. During the workshop, Jennifer explained how to incorporate her lessons into curriculum, or she suggested that teachers give her webpage address to
students to practice at home. At the end of the workshop I approached her and thanked her for teaching English to my mom.
She smiled and asked, “How?” and I explained that my mom studies with her lessons almost every day!
8

The Communicator
August 2010

Ruth’s Reflections

At the beginning of this new academic year, transitioning continues to be a buzz word in noncredit ESL at the Community Learning Center. My last column highlighted the top seven skills
that MCC credit faculty across disciplines identified as imperative for student success and laid
out how we are implementing those skills in Level 7, the bridging level of our noncredit ESL
program. To recap, those skills are 1) writing, 2) reading, 3) critical thinking 4) study and
learning skills, 5) grammar and usage, 6) oral communication, and 7) listening. Well, I am
proud to share that this endeavor to prepare our students for credit degree and certificate programs has extended beyond Level 7. In our department meeting at the start of our current
school year, Sylvia Ramirez, the noncredit ESL Chair, encouraged all instructors to consider
how they address the top seven skills in their classes, and she initiated the construction of
curriculum packets at the beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels showcasing tangible
examples of the seven skills at work in the various classrooms. These packets will be a work
in progress throughout the fall semester and will have many contributors. They will then be
shared during our Spring 2011 department meeting. We are all excited to see what will be
produced.
Also in my last column, I shared about the information that Level 7 students receive regarding
college programs and registration and enrollment policy. The education unit of EL Civics has
been paramount in this area for our students. EL
Civics is a government-funded program that is
geared towards helping immigrants and other limited English proficient persons participate effectively in education, work, and civic opportunities in
the United States. During the terms that we do EL
Civics, I’ve asked my students to do some research
on a particular career and create a flyer talking
about themselves in three paragraphs. The first
paragraph focuses on their goals. Paragraph number two looks at their career choice, and the last
paragraph maps out the educational path that they
need to follow in order to reach their career goals.
The flyer includes their photograph and any other
creative images that they choose to include. Last
semester, librarian Richard Ma created a Subject
Guide featuring the above career research assignment on the college library’s website. I would like
to invite you to view examples of my students’ work
under the Subject Guide tab of MCC’s library website. Just scroll about half way down the page and
look for the CLC Course Guides link on the left of
the page.
I am very excited about this new school year. I look forward to collaborations with my colleagues, and I would like to renew my commitment to my students and their success.
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This summer at the CASAS Summer Institute, our
noncredit ESL Program received a very prestigious Promising Practice award. The award highlights the work we have been doing for the past 8
years in helping students move from non-credit to
credit. I accepted the award along with Ruth Gay
and Sylvia Ramirez. Here is what was published
by the California Department of Education:
MiraCosta College has integrated their EL
Civics curriculum into a transition program to help
students progress from noncredit adult education
classes into credit community college and vocational classes. Within this seamless transition proSylvia Ramirez, Ruth Gay, and Jayne Bernasconi, and Deb- gram, students begin to create academic and caorah Jones, Administrator, California Adult Education Office
reer goals upon entry, and learn about transition
options throughout their time in ESL. This program is much more effective than having separate workshops or sessions to inform students about
transitions, and sends the message that transitioning is an accessible and viable option for students.
In the Level 7 “Bridging” ESL classes, EL Civics units are tailored specifically to teach students
about transitioning to credit courses. Students are given focused writing instruction, and are able to
participate in a tutoring program. Students study the MiraCosta College course catalog, complete an
admission application, and learn about how the credit college system is structured. A recent addition
to the Bridging Class is a portfolio requirement, which is similar to writing projects in credit English
courses. MiraCosta also has a full-time staff member who coordinates all transition efforts, and has
created a program called NC2C (Noncredit to Credit). Students who show interest in NC2C are identified and given support throughout the transition process. Over the past two years, the NC2C program
has helped 21 students transition from noncredit to credit coursework. One hundred and five students
complete the bridging course every year, and at least 10% of those have transitioned into at least one
credit course. MiraCosta College performed above the California state averages in all ESL instructional levels in 2008-09.

MiraCosta College has garnered 5 additional Promising Practice Awards since
1997. The program has been honored for:
•
•
•
•
•

Community Leaning Lab
Citizenship
Managed Enrollment
Distance Learning
Level exit criteria

Congratulations to all faculty and staff in the ESL Department. It takes a strong team to receive
an award like this, and that’s what we are! Other Districts that received Promising Practice Awards
were Inglewood Adult School, LAUSD: Abram Friedman Occupation Center, Sacramento City USD:
Charles A. Jones Career and Education Center, Sacramento, Florin Technology Center, and San
Diego Community College District.
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More … Creating Community
with Jayne
EL Civics, 2010-11
Last year, while working with EL Civics Instructors, I made some observations about how to make teaching El Civics easier and integrate it more into the
course curriculum.
Jayne’s Tips for teaching EL Civics


Designate a certain period of time to teach the unit. Don’t teach your
unit the whole term!



The materials given to you are just ideas. Feel free to use other materials or some of your own ideas. Remember, you are teaching the objective and the rubric.



Don’t xerox the whole curriculum packet. Look at the ideas, examine
the materials you already have and decide how to achieve the El Civics
objective most effectively.



Study the rubric and know how many points students at your level need
in order to pass each task. Don’t expect students to get the total number of points possible.



Have fun with the units! Students love the actual assessments and
when they pass they are very proud. Your excitement will extend to the
students – so teach the units with excitement.
Have a great term!
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Summer Wrap-Up
Compiled by Kristi Reyes, Summer Noncredit ESL Department Chair

For the second year as department chair for the
summer, I have found the greatest benefit of being
in the position is that I have the wonderful opportunity to reaffirm what I already knew was true —
our noncredit ESL teachers provide excellent instruction to the greatest students in the world!
I asked summer term teachers to share what they
did with their classes and, as usual, everyone
went above and beyond what I expected by sending photos, students’ work, and detailed summaries — all of which can be viewed online at
mccsummerprojects.wikispaces.com. Here, due to
space limitations, I would like to highlight some of
the work of our teachers and students during the
Summer 2010 term.

Beginning Levels
Angela Webster, Level 2 Morning
As a final way of practicing vocabulary, word order,
and present tense, the students in Level 2 morning
class gave oral presentations the final week of classes
that included visuals. Their assignment was to Complete the sentence:
What I Like About..... or
ThreeThings I Like About....
All the students did an outstanding job with their presentations and enjoyed sharing their presentations with
their classmates. One student not only spoke about
her poster, but also wrote a little story and shared it
with her classmates. Her name is Yuxia He. Here is
her story, as she told it pointing to different things on
her poster board visual.

My name is Yuxia He. I
am from China. I go to
the Community Learning
Center. I am an ESL
student at MiraCosta
College. I want to talk
to you about what I like
about Oceanside. I like
going to the CLC to learn
English. I go four days a
week. My friends and I
walk to school. We walk
twenty minutes each
way. I like my classmates in my English class. We
practice English together in class and sometimes at
break. I like my teacher. She gives listening, speaking, reading and writing activities every day. We practice vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar every
day. I am learning more and more English every
day. I like many things about Oceanside, but I especially like MiraCosta College Community Learning Center, my classmates

Stacy Statler, Level 2 Evening
I will never forget the students who attended my Summer Session Level 2. These students learned more
than verbs, adjectives, greetings and expressions- they
learned related vocabulary, interpersonal skills and
shared their knowledge. How did they do all this? With
in-class reviews!!! Walk in late and you might miss
them…
One such review read: Congratulations, stu-

dents!!! You have almost completed 2 weeks of
night school this summer. I am proud of you!!!
Next, let’s test your English and see what you
remember from class. Good luck!
After which, a series of questions on a handout (some
grammar-based questions others related to vocabulary
and the lesson from the previous day).
Some days, every student would get a copy of the review to write their own answers while I “floated” to see
who was answering quickly and correctly (without
help). Other days, I would have students work with a
partner (asking them to share a paper thus creating
more of a communicative review). Gradually, students
assumed the role of “teacher” by eagerly assisting their
neighbor understand or catch up. At the end of the review, exchanges of “nice working with you/nice working with you, too” became the norm. And if a student
did not reply correctly, the partner tried again: “NICE
WORKING WITH YOU…”. “Oh, oh… nice working with
you TOO!!!” Correct.
Consequently, these reviews not only encouraged my
students to remember what they had been taught in
class, but they also served as a way to build better relationships among the students. Students who were
reluctant to speak English wanted to help their
neighbor understand. Shy students became more confident when working on the reviews in pairs. People who
had never studied English before wanted to share their
“new knowledge”. By teaching their peers and working
together, the students learned more than English- they
learned and exhibited confidence and interpersonal
skills, too!!!
Last but not least, the reviews promoted exposure to
the variety of forms test may take. While some reviews
had only 5 questions, others were a page and a half.
Some had clip art eliciting vocabulary while others were
“fill-in-the-blank”. The students went from writing the
date as 14/7/2010 to “Today is Monday July, 14th,
2010.” Often these reviews looked the same as a test
would, which could also aide in lowering test anxiety.
With consistent exposure to such practice (and actually
enjoying it!), I believe the students could improve their
overall test-taking abilities and performance in future
classes making assessments more accurate.

Summer Wrap-Up (continued)
Advanced Levels

Knowing the busy lives are students lead and the
lack of time and study skills many of our students
have, the reviews helped link one day to the next;
one student to another; and all students to the class.
Arrive on-time or miss the review... The students
hurried to class wondering what we would review
next. See samples of class reviews online at
mccsummerprojects.wikispaces.com.

Suzanne Woodward, Level 6 Morning
This summer, the morning level 6 class worked on
summary writing. First, to continue using the lending
library, students checked out a library book. They
had to read it on their own, fill out a worksheet
about their book, and then write a summary. Because we had just done an oral book report project
last term, I decided to use the books to practice writing. Summary writing of articles can be difficult for
students because they tend to copy from the article.
They may not do this intentionally, but it is difficult
for them to put things in their own words when the
original sounds so much better. Also, if they have
never written summaries or done any kind of research, they may not realize that they cannot simply
copy. To get them to practice summary writing while
they were reading their book, we discussed rules for
writing summaries and then practiced writing a short
summary before they started their book summaries.
The rules were
 Only include the basic facts
 Omit details
 Keep it short
 No copying—use your own words
 Opinions only in the conclusion

Intermediate Levels

To practice, we watched a video from 60 Minutes
(length: 20 minutes). I used a video which told a
story about a young boy genius who was being pressured by his overbearing father. Then the students
wrote a summary of what they had seen in the video.
Since this story took place many years ago, they
were curious as to what had happened to the boy. I
found an update on the internet, but I would not
show it to them until they had written their summaries so it wouldn’t affect their opinions. The students
really wanted to express how they felt about the
boy’s situation, so I allowed them to write their opinion briefly in the conclusion, but not in the body of
the summary. Using a video as a source works well
because they have no written material to copy from.

Carol Gross, Level 5 Evening
Our Level 5 eight-week summer session has gone by
quickly, and there was certainly no problem filling the
extra ten minutes of class. I decided to add a half
hour of pronunciation lessons on top of our regular
grammar, reading, and writing activities. There is
seldom enough time for regular pronunciation practice, and the students seem to enjoy it. Pronunciation Pairs is my favorite book for this activity, but the
class set seems to be missing. Bless “Elmo” for projecting the book activities. Writing emerges as the
significant focus at this level, and the students wrote
and typed one letter, six paragraphs, and one Fourth
of July poem. Typing and decorating a poem gives
them a showcase for their artistic talents as well as
the opportunity to experiment with the computer
beyond the formal academic MS Word format used
for paragraphs. It’s so encouraging to see the progress they make from week one to week eight. We
also made use of the ESL Library. I brought in highinterest Level 1 books for them to check out, read,
and report on orally for points. They were also encouraged to fill out simple book report forms. Since
there seemed to be a genuine need for employment
form skills and vocabulary, we spent two weeks on
that topic. Weekly dictations reflected grammar
points and relevant vocabulary. I’m hoping they
have established a sound foundation for the Fall
Term I challenges.

Suzanne Woodward and instructional aide Aiko Stanton
(from right back row) with Level 6 morning students.
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Summer Wrap-Up (continued)
Summary submitted by Students Regina
Armstrong and Zeynep Kamansky
Volunteering is a selfless activity which gives us the
opportunity to help our community and improve our
English as ESL students. This summer, in Debbie
Hanley's level 7 morning class, we were required to
volunteer six hours during the term. Carol Wilkinson,
the director of Service Learning, came to our class and
showed us all of the organizations where we could
serve. Some of the places we chose were: The California Welcome Center, Boys and Girls Club, Soccer
Club, San Dieguito Heritage Museum, Women’s Resource Center, City of Carlsbad, Mira Costa College
Special Needs Classes, and Clean Water program organization. We all had memorable experiences. First
of all, one of our classmates, who was new in the city,
volunteered at the California Welcome Center where
she learned a lot about Oceanside. For example, she
provided general information about restaurants directions, events, and things to do in Oceanside and San
Diego. Another classmate, whose field of study is horticulture, volunteered at the Museum and discovered
they have a garden which can be used to deepen her
knowledge of horticulture. This is why she decided to
stay on as a volunteer even after her ESL class ended.
We learned that volunteering helps us gain confidence,
learn new things, practice English and meet new people. Finally, after seeing all the students' interesting
PowerPoint presentations about their volunteer experiences, we realized the most amazing part about being
a volunteer - you always get back more than you give!

The next step was to write the summaries of the
books they chose to read. First they had to fill out a
worksheet that asked for the following information:
 Title (or source), author, type of book, characters
 List of main points
 Whether or not they liked the book and if
they would recommend it
Summarizing a book also worked well for avoiding
plagiarizing because the blurb on the back was often
too vague (not enough main points) and they couldn’t possibly copy the whole book. Since many read
fiction, they were able to easily retell the story. Even
the students who chose nonfiction books were able
to come up with the main ideas. The only disadvantage to summarizing books is that I was not familiar
with all the books, so did not always know if they
had omitted key information. However, many of the
books were ESL versions of classics or books other
students had used in the oral book reports, so I was
generally familiar with many of them. When I
checked their worksheets, I was usually looking to
see if their summaries made sense and did not suddenly talk about characters they had not previously
mentioned. I think one of the things that really motivated them is that they could pick a book they were
interested in. Once again, we had a wide range of
topics from classics such as Pride and Prejudice and
fictional detective stories to factual stories about
memory.

Debbie received this email:

Finally, after they had finished their summaries, I
asked the students to tell the class about the story
they had read. They could only use the top half of
their worksheet with the title, author, and character
names. They did a great job because they were able
to remember for the most part what happened in the
story and of course, whether or not they liked it.
Everyone enjoyed hearing about the books the students chose.

Thank you for inviting me to your class to share
their accomplishments. It was such a pleasure
working with the group and hearing their powerful stories of service. And thank you for your
continued enthusiasm for service learning.
Carol Wilkinson
MiraCosta College Service Learning Coordinator

Debbie Hanley, Level 7 Morning

More photos, slideshows, and samples
of student assignments can be viewed
at mccsummerprojects.wikispaces.com

14

Kudos to...

Angela Webster (seated in the center) with students in her beginning level ESL summer class.

Angela Webster, who applied and was accepted to San Diego State University Interwork Institute’s Universal Teaching and Learning Scholar Program. Angela describes her project:
Simply put, my project is to improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills of students via a
basic PowerPoint presentation students create. This project will be designed for low level ESL
students, semi-literate students, disabled students, and non- and semi- computer literate students. I will then share a lesson plan and the student instruction worksheet with any instructors
who teach to any of these populations, who have some students that fall into one of
these categories, or who are interested in using this project for their program, class or particular
students. Through the scholar program, Angela will receive funds to use for instructional materials,
technology, or professional conference attendance. Congratulations, Angela!

Linda Carlon
Students in Linda’s multilevel offsite summer term class wrote this letter, praising Linda for the instruction she provided them:

Dear Ms. Sylvia,
We represent the morning ESL class which meets at Las Flores Church. We wish to express our gratitude for having Ms. Linda as our professor. Her program is challenging to
all levels. She is professional and totally dedicated. We are lucky to have her as our
teacher. We have all advanced our English language abilities as a result of her unique
ESL program.
Sincerely,
(signed by all students in the class)
Well done, Linda!
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