
AB 540 for  

in-state tuition: 

KNOW YOUR 

RIGHTS! 
 

The MiraCosta Community  

College District mission is to  

provide superior educational  

opportunities and student-

support services to a diverse  

population of learners with a  

focus on their success. MiraCosta 

offers undergraduate degrees,  

university-transfer courses,  

career-and-technical education, 

certificate programs, basic-skills 

education, and lifelong-learning 

opportunities that strengthen the 

economic, cultural, social, and 

educational well-being of the 

communities it serves. 

We want you to 

attend! 

MiraCosta College 
Office of Admissions 
 

Tel: 

1 Barnard Drive 

Oceanside, CA 92056 

 

3333 Manchester Ave 

Cardiff, CA 92007 

 

1831 Mission  Ave 

Oceanside, CA 92058 

AB 540 Quick Facts: 
To be eligible to qualify for AB 540 (which 

enables you to pay in-state tuition) in  

addition to being physically present in  

California, you must do all of the following: 

1. Attend 3 (or more) years at a  

California High School *- 

(MiraCosta’s Adult High School 

counts). If you have less than 3 

years speak to someone from  

Admissions about your options. 

2. Graduate from a High School in 

California *—(MiraCosta’s Adult 

High School counts) or get a G.E.D 

or pass the California High School 

proficiency Exam. 

3. Submit an AB 540 Affidavit and 

your high school transcript with 

Graduation Date. 

* More complete and detailed information is 

contained on the inside of this  

brochure.  As always, the friendly staff in 

Admissions and Records are able to  

answer any questions you may have about 

your individual situation! 



Even if you don’t qualify for AB 540, you can still attend MiraCosta 

College once you meet the entrance requirements: 18 years of age  or  

graduated from high school or equivalent or currently attending high 

school as a sophomore, junior or senior. 

On October 12, 2001, Governor Gray Davis 

signed into law Assembly Bill 540 adding a 

new section, 68130.5, to the California  

Education Code. Section 68130.5 created a 

new exemption from the payment of  

non-resident tuition for certain  

non-resident students who have attended 

high school in California and received a high 

school diploma or its equivalent. AB 2000 

expanded the scope of AB 540 in 2014.  

AB 540 Guidelines & Eligibility 

A student  who is physically present in California may 
qualify for the AB 540 exemption from nonresident 
tuition by: 

• Graduation from a California high school or  
obtaining a G.E.D. or passing the California High 
School Proficiency Exam. (MiraCosta’s Adult High 
School  qualifies). * 

AND 

• Attainment of 3 years of credits earned in  
California from a California high school or  
equivalent. * 

Student must file or will file an affidavit as required by 
individual institutions, stating that the filer will apply 
for legal residency as soon as possible; Student must 
not hold a valid non-immigrant visa (F, J, H, L, A, E, 
etc.). 

*NOTE: if you do not have 3 full years in high school or 
you did not graduate from a California high school you 
may still be eligible!  Students in the Adult High School 
program at MiraCosta only need 120 units to meet 
the 3 year equivalency. It’s best to consult with some-
one from Admissions and  Records to see if you qualify! 
You should also meet with a NonCredit Counselor to 
discuss your educational goals and Options. 

AB 540 Affidavit 

The AB 540 Affidavit serves two purposes; one is to 
verify that the student meets the educational  
requirements and the second is to certify the intent to 
establish legal residency. You must also submit a copy 
of your high school transcript with the affidavit. 
 

The first purpose related to educational  
eligibility the students must indicate yes/no to the 
following questions: 
 
“I have graduated from a California High School or 
have attained the equivalent  thereof, such as a 
high school Equivalency Certificate issued by the 
California State GED Office or a Certificate of  
Proficiency, resulting from the California High 
School Proficiency Exam.” 

“I have attended high school in California for three 
or more years.” 

The second purpose refers to the eligibility for 
exemption of non-resident tuition. To exempt a 
student from paying non-resident tuition the  
Affidavit must be completed prior to enrollment at 
the institution. The legal document certifies that 
the student is in the process of legalizing their  
residency status or will file for legal residency as 
soon as eligible. Non-resident tuition exemptions 
are granted for students who indicate on the  
affidavit that they are not a nonimmigrant alien (as 
long as the educational criterion is also met).  
Students must answer yes/no to the following 
question: 

“I am NOT a nonimmigrant alien (including, but not 
limited to, a U.S. Citizen, permanent resident, or an 
alien without lawful immigration status).” 

Where do I get the AB 540  
Affidavit? 

You can get a copy of the Affidavit from the Admissions 
and Records Office or online at:  

http://www.miracosta.edu/forms. 

AB 540 is a state law 

NOTE: For the purposes of AB 540 you are not 

required to show proof of legal residency 

status or proof of application for legal resi-

dency status. The only thing you are required 

to submit is the AB 540 Affidavit.  

NOTE: Graduates from MiraCosta’s Adult 

High School  may be eligible  for  

AB 540!  

Comparison of In-State v Non-resident  

Tuition: 

• California Residents pay $46/unit 

• Nonresidents pay  $304/unit 

($46 + $258/ unit ) 


